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FASTA Programme - Terms and Conditions	Comment by Paddy Tarbuck: Draft T&Cs for review @Ruth Bastow @Verity Smith 	Comment by Ruth Bastow: @Verity Smith suggest you and I pick up on this?	Comment by Paddy Tarbuck: @Ruth Bastow @Verity Smith  just checking in for an update on this?	Comment by Andrew Clifton: As agreed, I would update on this one. Back into the document today as we speak.
1. Programme Nature and Participation
The FASTA programme, backed by the UK Agri-Tech Centre and delivered in partnership with the Carbon Trust, designed to help innovators scale Measurement, Reporting and Verification (MRV) technologies that enable sustainable farming and carbon reduction. Participation is based on a needs assessment and alignment with the programme’s goals. No prizes, awards or direct financial grants are given.	Comment by Lyndsey Kendall: Is backed the right word. 

I had suggested 
The FASTA programme, run by the UK Agri-Tech Centre and the Carbon Trust, is an accelerator aimed at advancing innovative MRV (Measurement, Reporting, Verification) solutions for agriculture in the UK. Participation is by invitation only, based on a needs assessment and alignment with the programme’s goals. This is not a competition—no prizes, awards, or direct financial grants are given.	Comment by Ruth Bastow: Backed is agreed by all parties in the advertising Participation is not by invitation only. Competition removed as I don’t know where this stands with IUK in there version of a competion. 
2. Application Submission
All registrations are required to be completed through the designated portal no later than 10:00 BST on 26 January 2026.  Applications that are late or incomplete will not be accepted. 
3. Eligibility 
To participate, applicants must be UK-registered businesses or organisations working on MRV (Measurement, Reporting, Verification) solutions relevant to agriculture. Solutions need to show technical feasibility and be at a technical readiness level (TRL) 5-9 (prototype to commercial deployment).	Comment by Lyndsey Kendall: are we dropping the technology area's?

I had suggested 

To participate, applicants must be UK-registered businesses or organisations working on MRV (Measurement, Reporting, Verification) solutions relevant to agriculture.
Eligible projects should address at least one of these areas:
·       Controlled environments
·       Robotics and automation
·       Advanced sensors
·       AI and data systems
·       Engineering biology
Proposed solutions need to show technical feasibility and fit within Technology Readiness Levels (TRL) 5–9, ranging from prototype to commercial deployment.
Applicants should show a clear dedication to R&D and innovation that aligns with the programme’s goals.
The UK Agri-Tech Centre has the authority to confirm eligibility and may ask for supporting evidence, such as proof of UK company registration.	Comment by Ruth Bastow: Yes I realise that and I changed it as the projects will not be in CEA or EngBio so misleading address  Dedication to R&D and Innovation not stated elsewhere and the R may not be relevant/misleading
The UK Agri-Tech Centre has the authority to confirm eligibility and may ask for supporting evidence, such as proof of UK company registration.
4. Programme Support 	Comment by Ruth Bastow: Need a sentence in here before list?	Comment by Lyndsey Kendall: I had "Support includes mentorship, technical advice, facility access, workshops, and networking, all non-financial and aimed at R&D and innovation. " in the version, I sent on the 09.12.25	Comment by Ruth Bastow: Yes understood and I changed to the list previously agreed with CT. I asking for a sentence ahead of this list 
Our programme offers a comprehensive suite of non-financial support designed to accelerate innovation and growth within the Agri-tech sector. Participants will benefit from:
· Tailored mentorship from industry and technical experts
· Access to the UK Agri-Tech Centre test and trial facilities (where appropriate).
· Masterclasses to address key challenges, including, but not limited to, business growth, investment readiness, research and innovation, carbon assessments, sector-specific topics, data interoperability and more.
· Demonstration and pitch demo day
All support is non-financial – no cash grants or prizes are given
The support will be documented and may be classified as an R&D subsidy under the UK Subsidy Control Act 2022 (SC10780 Streamlined Route) or as Minimal Financial Assistance (MFA).
5. Selection and Engagement
Participation depends on alignment with programme objectives and capacity to benefit.
The UK Agri-Tech Centre reviews registrations for suitability.
There is no ranking or scoring—support is matched to need.
6. Data Protection and Confidentiality
All information provided will be handled confidentially and used exclusively for the delivery and assessment of the programme. The management of data will be detailed in any future agreements.
Data may be shared with delivery partners, such as Carbon Trust, strictly for programme administration purposes.
Participants will consent to their data being retained for up to 24 months to facilitate future programme opportunities.
7. Intellectual Property
Participants keep their intellectual property. IP collaborations will require separate agreements.	Comment by Lyndsey Kendall: we don't have IP any where else in the document other than the T&C. 

Below is more extensive wording - 

Participants will retain ownership of any intellectual property (IP) they bring to or develop independently during the programme (“background IP” and “foreground IP”).
Where joint work, collaboration, or co-development occurs between participants, the UK Agri-Tech Centre, delivery partners, or other parties as part of the programme, IP ownership and rights to use such jointly developed IP (“collaborative IP”) will be subject to a separate, written agreement to be negotiated in good faith by all parties involved.
Participation in the programme does not grant the UK Agri-Tech Centre or its partners any rights to use, commercialise, or disclose a participant’s IP without explicit written consent, except as required for programme administration and delivery.
Participants are responsible for ensuring that any third-party IP used in their solutions is appropriately licensed.
If you have questions about IP arrangements, please contact [insert contact or legal team email].

I'm not sure this should be in the T&C and has its own section?
Participants will retain ownership of any intellectual property (IP) they bring to or develop independently during the programme (“background IP” and “foreground IP”).
Where joint work, collaboration or co-development occurs between participants, the UK Agri-Tech Centre, delivery partners, or other parties as part of the programme, IP ownership and rights to use such jointly developed IP (“collaborative IP”) will be subject to a separate, written agreement to be negotiated in good faith by all parties involved.
Participation in the programme does not grant the UK Agri-Tech Centre or its partners any rights to use, commercialise, or disclose a participant’s IP without explicit written consent, except as required for programme administration and delivery.
Participants are responsible for ensuring that any third-party IP used in their solutions is appropriately licensed.  If you have questions about IP arrangements, please contact the UK Agri-Tech Centre team.
8. Programme Changes and Withdrawal
The UK Agri-Tech Centre may change programme details, timelines or criteria as required. Participants can withdraw anytime by notifying the team in writing.
9. Legal and Subsidy Compliance
Being part of the FASTA programme does not ensure investment, contracts or future funding. Support is given according to UK subsidy control rules; if any aid qualifies as a subsidy, participants will be informed and may need to confirm their eligibility (such as under the MFA threshold).
10. Disclaimer
Participation in the FASTA programme offers no cash or direct financial awards. 
The programme does not guarantee investment, contracts, or future funding.
Programme details, timelines and criteria may be changed at the organisers’ discretion.
All support adheres to UK subsidy control rules; if recorded as a subsidy, participants will be notified and may need to verify eligibility (e.g., MFA)
The UK Agri-Tech Centre is not liable for any loss or damage resulting from programme participation.
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